achieve this if we concentrate solely on growing capacity and supporting the achievement of individuals' doctoral status. The profession in Europe is beginning to grow in its ability to undertake collaborative research; we now need to understand how best to encourage researchers to become more outward looking, particularly in a political sense.
The OT-EU evidence base and research workshop in June 2016 recognized that a number of actions are needed to support the aim of a visible and valued occupational therapy profession in Europe. There is a need to know who our researchers are, the areas where research already exists and those where it needs to be developed. OT-EU can create networks by connecting researchers and supporting new projects in a small way. It can use its website to catalogue and archive research undertaken by members. It can identify policy or political opportunities where occupational therapy could offer solutions to challenging health and social situations. What OT-EU is not yet able to deliver are consistently compelling, evidence-based statements on the difference that occupational therapy can make to service users, in ways that also achieve efficiency savings and support good health and wellbeing in individuals and communities. OT-EU needs a research arm that can deliver this aspiration.
A working group has been established to explore how we can improve delivery of compelling evidence-based statements that address policy/political imperatives and have them in place for use as needed. The group will also be identifying what else needs to be in place to communicate with and get the statements to political decision makers. It is a challenging issue but one we are determined to progress.
